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Sampling from the wild fauna during ship surveys or field surveys to understand the distribution and
abundance in the wild, as well as their biological characteristics and composition, is a fundamental
method of fisheries research. This does not constitute so-called "Animal Experiments" in which
organisms are artificially raised and subjected to experimental processing. However, due to the recent
growing debate and interest in animal ethics both in Japan and overseas, there are occasional cases in
which editors and reviewers request that consideration be given to animal ethics when submitting
papers on research results, even when biological samples are taken from the wild, regardless of the

species of the subject.

Considering the nature of fisheries research, the Fisheries Research Institute (FRI) does not
reject the sampling of living organisms from the wild and believe that it is inappropriate to consider
these as Animal Experiments and to review them based on those criteria'. Therefore, the FRI
established the following specific guidelines for sampling from the wild, from the perspective of
animal ethics. It is recommended that biological sampling be carried out in natural environments

during shipboard or field surveys in accordance with these guidelines.

Guidelines
1. There are no alternative (non-lethal) methods to achieve the research goal, or they are extremely
difficult.
2. The number of samples expected to be collected is within the range that will not seriously affect
the biological resources or ecosystems.
3. The number of samples expected to be collected is not excessively larger than necessary for the
research purpose.

4. Collected specimens must be properly processed and effectively used for research.

In addition to these guidelines, should be follow proper legal procedures under domestic law.

! Regarding Animal Experiments, a separate Institutional Committee has been established to conduct

review for validity of each experiment.
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