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Utilization of rice bran powder in paddy field aquaculture of the oriental weather loach

Naoki ISHITYAMA

To reduce feed costs in loach paddy field aquaculture, I focused on rice bran and examined the effect of replacing

commercial formula feed and the habitat of benthic organisms. The results of feeding oriental weather loach (Misgurnus

anguillicaudatus) larvae with different mixing ratios of compound feed and rice bran showed that loach growth slower

and the daily growth rate and feed efficiency became lower as the mixing ratio of compound feed to rice bran increased.

The effect of replacing rice bran with compound feed could not be confirmed. Benthic organisms were most abundant in

the test ponds where rice bran was dispersed. Almost no benthic organisms were observed in the test ponds where loach

larvae were released into and fed with rice bran from the middle of the test. Because the loach are thought to have grown

by feeding on the benthic organisms generated by the rice bran, it is necessary to consider ways to increase the number of

feed organisms when rice bran is used in the future.
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