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Verification of the effectiveness of metal plate to prevent grazing damage to cultivated

Nori Pyropia yezoensis

Keitaro KAJTIWARA, Ryota TAKAKURA, Keisuke TANIDA and Toshinobu KANEDA

To prevent the browsing behaviors of black sea bream (Acanthopagrus schlegelii) on cultured nori (Pyropia yezoensis),
we tested the intimidation effect of metal reflectors suspended from nori nets. In both early December (1st test) and the
late December to early January (2nd test), the total appearance numbers of black sea bream were lower in the test area with
reflectors than in the control area without reflectors. In addition, the leaf length of cultured nori was longer in the test area
than in the control area, indicating that the metal reflectors were effective in preventing the browsing behaviors of black
sea bream. If the metal plates are also found to be effective at the larger spatiotemporal scale, they can be expected to be
put into practical use in the future to reduce the damage to nori caused by fish browsing and stabilize the production of

nori culture.
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