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Distribution of the edible freshwater alga Prasiola japonica YATABE and illuminance

levels in Enbara Stream in Gifu, central Japan

Daisuke KISHI"!, Etsuko SHIMOMOTO"? and Shinichi YAMAGUCHI"

The distribution of the edible freshwater alga Prasiola japonica YATABE was investigated in the Enbara stream in Gifu,

central Japan. Although both the upper and lower limits of its distribution area along this stream as of 2021 were similar to

the ranges reported during the 1950s, its present distribution is discontinuous, with a decreased abundance throughout its

range. Low relative illuminance values were reported for 40% of the stream. Although high density of P. japonica occurred

in a section with medium illuminance, lower densities were fund in stream sections with low and high illuminance values.

Because the results indicate that the density of P. japonica may be related to illuminance, its relationship with riparian

vegetation warrants further investigation.
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