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The effect of salinity on the larval settlement of the hard clam Meretrix lusoria

Takuya HASEGAWA and Manabu HIBINO

Salinity is known influence the larva grounding of bivalves, however, this effect on clam larvae has not been fully

investigated. We researched the effect of salinity on the settling ratio during larval grown and on full-grown larvae.

Salinity affects the settling rate of full-grown larvae (after 48 h), with the highest average (62.4%) at a salinity of 12.5ppt.

Moreover, the settling rate of umbo-stage larvae was highest at a salinity of 15ppt, and larval rearing was not observed. On

the other hand, the settling rate at a salinity of 7.5ppt was the lowest. The results provide a better understanding of the effect

of dispersing clam larvae into estuaries and basic knowledge for improving breeding techniques and seedling production.
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