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Evaluation of anadromous masu salmon Oncorhynchus masou masou catches in 1927

from data published in “River Fishery” by the Fisheries Agency, Ministry of

Agriculture and Forestry, Japan

Daisuke KISHI, Hiroaki ARAKAWA, Seiji YANAI and Tetsuya TOKUHARA

Catch data for anadromous masu salmon Oncorhynchus masou masou in 226 rivers in 1927-1931 were published in

“River Fishery, vol. 1-6” by the Fisheries Agency, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Japan. However, incomplete data

were reported for 1927 in vol. 1. In this study, we calculated the salmon catches in 1927 using the data for 1928-1931,

published in vol. 2-5, and the average data for 1927-1931, published in vol. 6. According to our calculations, incorrect

values were reported for salmon catches in 33 rivers. We thus discourage the use of the salmon catch data published in

“River Fishery” for quantitative analyses. Nevertheless, “River Fishery” may contain valuable information for estimating

the former distribution of salmon in Japan. In further studies, data published in “River Fishery” should be analyzed

qualitatively (i.e., presence or absence of salmon).
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