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Testing escape devices, for juvenile cod Gadus macrocephalus and jellyfish, attached to

bottom trawl nets developed by fisherman in Fukushima Prefecture

Toyohiko HIRATA, Hidetoshi TAKAHASHI and Katsuhiro TACHIYA

Trawl nets developed by fishermen from the Soma Haragama region of Fukushima Prefecture for excluding juvenile

Pacific cod Gadus macrocephalus and jellyfish as bycatch were tested in trawling and model experiments. Most juvenile

Pacific cod were not able to escape through the escape outlet tested, suggesting that further examination is required of the

position of installation and structure of the outlet. Functionality of the escape outlet in the jellyfish bycatch exclusion net

could not be evaluated due to a lack of jellyfish in the test waters. However, many adult Pacific cod escaped through the

outlet tested, suggesting that jellyfish would also be able to escape through the same outlet. Although the present tests did

not lead to a proposal of a functional device for bycatch exclusion, some information required for the designing of bycatch

exclusion trawl nets was obtained.
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