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A New Device for Observing Behavior of Sea Urchins

Yoshiyuki TAKAYA

We developed a new experimental device, made using a commercial plastic spherical container, for

measuring the speed of movement of sea urchins. To measure their speed in this spherical device, seawater

and an urchin are placed in the device, which is floated in a tank and video-recorded from above. The

spherical shape of this device contributes to elimination of the influence of corners in the tank, to which sea

urchins are prone to stick. This device is simple and enables easy handling and control of the conditions,

such as temperature and light; therefore, it can be used for measurement of the movement speed of other

aquatic animals, regardless of species, that attach to and move on substrate surfaces.
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