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Simplification of Rearing Procedure for Japanese Eel Anguilla japonica
Larvae Using Seesaw-Type Tank

Yoshitsugu MASUDA, Tadao JINBO, Hitoshi IMAIZUMI and Hiroshi FUJIIMOTO

In the current rearing procedure for Japanese eel Anguilla japonica larvae, it is essential that rearing
tanks are changed by transferring larvae into a clean tank by siphoning every day or once every several
days. Recently, we showed that two new methods are available for keeping tanks clean: one involves rear-
ing water being dropped from jacked-up tanks by siphoning and then the remaining water is decanted into
clean tanks; the other involves omission of the changing of tanks, but wiping of the walls and bottom of
tanks. Here, we induced seesaw movement of a tank and tested it for rearing eel larvae. This is suitable for
decanting rearing water with larvae from one sub-tank into another. In addition, wiping of the walls and
bottom of a tank can be performed away from eel larvae. As a result, we demonstrated that eel larvae sur-
vived more than 100 days after hatching and grew in the tanks. Using such tanks, we can rear eel larvae
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with little effort required to keep the tanks clean.
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