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Seed Production of Red Tilefish Branchiostegus japonicus

in a Small Culturing Tank

Tomoyuki KIYOKAWA, Reiko HORI and Toshio SATO

Shimane Prefectural Fisheries Technology Center has been conducting seed production trials of red

tilefish Branchiostegus japonicus with small culturing tanks (3-5 kL). In 2011, the survival rate was im-

proved from 2-3% to 10% by reconsidering rearing conditions, including feed and methods of water change

and aeration, although the proportion of morphological deformities was the highest ever, 75% on average.

In 2012, improvement of methods of aeration and of oil film removal led to success in swim bladder infla-

tion at an early point of time of the early larval stage and resulted in not only improvement of the survival

rate to 20% but also lowering of the proportion of morphological deformities to 2%, which was the lowest

ever. However, death and debility probably caused by bacterial diseases were observed in the cultured fish

in the latter half of the seed production trials in both years. Control of such bacterial infections is a future

challenge in improving the survival rate further.
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