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Feeding Conditions for the Hatchery-Reared Juvenile Hawksbill Turtle

Eretmochelys imbricata in Captivity

Masato KOBAYASHI ™

In order to develop a rearing technique for juvenile hawksbill turtles, five experiments were conducted

from 2006 to 2010 to optimize feeding conditions for hatchery-reared juvenile hawksbill turtles. The key

results were 1) adding more than 5% of binder to their mince which is used as an initial feed adversely af-

fects the growth of the juveniles, 2) the mince consisting of three raw materials (Japanese anchovy, venus

clam and akiami paste shrimp) enhances the growth of juveniles more than diets consisting of each raw ma-

terial, 3) antarctic krill have a low nutritive value for juveniles, 4) the growth rate of juveniles decreases

when the frequency of feeding per day is low, 5) commercial pellets for fish have a high nutritive value for

juveniles.
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