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Recapture Depth of Artificially Reared Barfin Flounder Verasper moseri
Released into Funka Bay and off the Coast of the Hidaka Area, Hokkaido

Hidetsugu YOSHIDA, Yoshiyuki TAKAYA and Taihei MATSUDA

To determine the bathymetric distribution of artificially reared barfin flounder Verasper moseri, we
analyzed data on the recapture of 0- and 1-year-old barfin flounder released with external identification tags
into Funka Bay and off the coast of the Hidaka area of south-western Hokkaido from 1991 to 2000. The
majority were recaptured throughout the year in waters shallower than 100 m and extending from the Japan

Sea off southern Hokkaido to the Nemuro area. From October to May, however, some were recaptured at
depths of more than 100 m in waters off the Hidaka area and in the Pacific Ocean off the Iburi area. The
recapture depths of barfin flounder off the coast of eastern Honshu, from Aomori to Ibaraki prefectures, were
100 to 525 m from December to February, 15 to 200 m in April, and 10 to 50 m in May and June. These
findings suggested that barfin flounder gradually migrated to shallower waters between December and June.
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