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A Simple Activity Evaluation of Juvenile Kuruma Prawn, Marsupenaeus

Jjaponicus, during Intermediate Culture

Hiroshi NAKAJIMA

About 10 individuals of juvenile Kuruma prawn, Marsupenaeus japonicus, under intermediate culture

were examined to monitor their burrowing rate within 180 seconds using a small container whose bottom

was covered with sand sieved into 0.125-0.250mm. As a result, it was found that the burrowing rates in-

creased with the number of intermediate culturing days, which was in agreement with previous data. This

method requires only 10 individuals per experiment and can get results within 180 seconds, making it a

speedy and simple method for evaluating the activity of juvenile Kuruma prawns and for establishing ap-

propriate management of intermediate culture. Moreover, as the container is portable, it may be possible to

quantitatively evaluate the activity of juveniles during and after transport to the site of release. This should

be useful for improving the releasing method and for analyzing stocking efficiency.
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