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The mechanisms of gonadal sex determination and
differentiation in fish

Tohru KOBAYASHI

Abstract Various genetic and molecular approaches have been used to investigate the mechanisms
of sex determination, gonadal sex differentiation, and sex change in fish. Although the sex of most
animals is determined by genetic information, sex—determining genes had been identified only in
mammals, several flies, and the worm Caenorhabditis elegans until the recent discovery of DMY (DM-
domain gene on the Y chromosome) in the sex—determining region on the Y chromosome of the
teleost fish medaka, Oryzias latipes. We identified, for the first time in non—mammalian vertebrates,
DMY, as the sex—determining gene of medaka. In tilapia,, Oreochromis niloticus, Foxl2/endogenous
estrogens act as the natural inducers of ovarian differentiation, while DMRT1 may be important for
testicular differentiation. In the protogynous wrasse, a rapid decline in serum estradiol-17beta levels

may be an initial trigger of the female—to—male sex change.

Key words : sex determination, sex differentiation, DMY, DMRT1, estrogen
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KO EGIHEERI R 5, £z, FEIZ K > TIKIR L L. WNEETEDME R VT o D IEF, 72 A GENR O3

HORBESMUEAEZHZ ETHIEBERTAILDOLH 5, CHEEREE AR L T D0, BV, TEH“C
LAl WL L RERITE R 2 D1%, ABHIT/EH 35)07”:0 FAT2 B DM L OG0 % BRbG L 72 RFIZ)
L7-Phlsfafald, —/E4 U CEFICEMER 2175 T, ZOMEEZHONICT HMNERH ST,
ZEMNTE DL, T, VYU OIERTAHHFEDONR KFETIL. A XN (Oryzias latipes). FANVT 4 T
‘7 @FPF"? I HESEREDOZEIC L » TR = 5, v 7 (Oreochromis niloticus), PERRHLA 2 5fd & L%
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PR E s 173 SRY & [AlE & 41T LL3kK (Sinclair et al.,
1990), MHFLFLIA OFHEEMIZ I T SRY O AHIEE
(BT DIFEEMEND DAZENRE IS /e iz, =
NETIZZD LS BB LTS > T, i
Wxt LT, TR TA LN D K 2 RBREEEN (R
DHREIZES B2 GA b H 5, METHLILBED
KIBOENZ LV HEREINILHER DD (BT A .
Paralichthys olivaceus) (Capel, 2000),

MREEEF

A X HIE, BARTHR IN-EREM T, B
WRAEIT O LTI NI RHE (FEN CBEMZE R E
ZhH, IBRRVRINL, Fx) BFFL, b hEBARU
XX/XY O#EEHMEREHRXE AT (WE S, 2003),
EFHOFR LT B EM I T O 7 —T7 L B
BREOIZNV—T3HFET, Ayvvatrrrin—=v
T Y RT3y bV — 7 T R SRR
FEREMDINRATIC X 0 . FHEEMD T 23 B & 72 DMEIRGE
BETERE L, ZOBBTFICE->oTa—RFRahb
H N L, R FHEEY & IR HET ) O MR LT
2373 % DNA FEAHECS (DM M M) b0 &b,
DMY (DM-related gene on the Y-chromosome) & 440
I 547~ (Matsuda et al., 2002),

DMY %, mRNA, & %7 B L)L, kAT D
XY ZAFHMR GEREEMIMEEIL, EEA LRV
DAFEAAL 2 B0 AT RHIL TR < S5 L o Ic7
5, DMY IE, #E%2@E U T, /v bV MIERSOHM
Ml B A J8 B4 % (Kobayashi et al., 2004), DMY
Eou—7 L U THAEMEA V—=2 T Lzt o
AL DMY &% 7 A FIZb 2l b b b3 RE M
THD XY HIER RS- Te, ZOHT, AR
MT-CHR-DO > A RARIX, DMY O3 =7 V21
WIOFANRDH Y, 2T XD RERZR DMY & X
JEBESN TV, RELFEBRICE Y, Z o XY HEH
KD DMY % & OEEIT T X THEIZ /e~ 7, FBERA
R (BEE, FETER) THhOno o ZeRAE R
Tk 7 Y RIS E RIS, FLICBT 520
XY M KD DMY BHENER N2 L, ZLTIDO L
IR FLITEMEEIC XY IR Z b hhoTz,
NHDOZ EiE, DMY ICEENE Z 5 & XY fE KA
2B 2 &, LT DMY 1T XY RN~ bT %
DT TWERBEF] THhDHZ EE2RT,

£7-. HNIZHEH KD DMY Z & T 117 kb D 4/
LW &2 b oy X —E L, drR RO =GN
ICHEEFEALE, RAETHE L, XEDOER
FRIZHE L, REMOVE L igd 2 &, 41 fJED

Vb

=0

2

XX A XT3 DT, 30 ERITME, 11 EIKITETH -
7o T XX HEIX, drR HI2ED DMY 2 & 72720, £
7oo IEHE XXMEORRICE D FLICBWTHEAL
77 LW &S0 XX EIRIIHEZ 72 5 2 E 3 H B )
Elpolz, ToOZEE, EALZDMY Z&Te 117 kb
DT ) KNS, XX ERE b b0l T+
) TekiEE b o LRSS, Zhic kD DMY 28 A
B HOVEREBGTTHDHZ N, BRISGGEH S
(Matsuda et al., 2007),

AR HTIE, ZHETIZE 20D DM M M/EEFH
B TEY, ZOH T, DMRT1 ZE T 3 D
BHIEO T T AL —% ML TWDH, DMY DT I/
FERt 511X DMRTL & 90% A8 % 5 VWM 2 77,
£ 72, DMY & & 049 260 kb 0D Y Yu A {4 (2 45 HL 1 72
FEBG T, HEHEE 9 © DMRTI 38 X OV o J8 0 #Elk & e
FPER DD, DD EnD, AKX T OMEREM
{5 DMY OMHSEEARFIE, E LD R CHEEHEE 9 O
DMRT1 (DM-related transcriptional factor 1) E{s{ %
GO EGLNE Y ZNESHE 1 (BIED
PEYLafR) ICHASNIZZ I Lo THELTZEEZD
LTV 5% (Nanda et al., 2002),

A BT DOPERIE BT DMY 1% A 2 J& LIS Tlde
DMMO TN, Elo, AFXHRTHLAX LD
vk oNA T A T (O.curvinotous) LAANTC
X002 TR, FEOHEN L, XX/XY O
WERERZRTIV Y A Z T TiE, MY g
12 THEZERHLMN ST, TNHDOT LI,
DMY 13 A & B @O LOImFRTHE T2 &, ik
TEEEFIIESERNTHD Z &2/ LT 5 (Matsuda
et al., 2003; Tanaka et al., 2007),

AFERRD ML

PERTE, YLD AT 5 BT, TOBEMeM
WMo TNDLZENEE LW LIZEHTH S, Fh
Tebid, 74 7T Ol XX), @ (YY) Z0RE
LTEY, ZRHEFALTEE, wWoTherE, 4
WMEDT 4 7 BT HEAESD Z &Nk D (Kobayashi et
al., 2000), 7 ¢ 7 ¥ T OAEFEIRO VLI 2 FEHIC
FHRD & Wtk 3 A CAEMRFIEOER N 5N
%, ERELAOMEREES BN D O, Wit 9 RE A
WIS OVEZE D A O REFHNEETH 5, MiE
FLoOMEZEIL, W% 25 AEICA LN D, XX HETIE,
EFERR D IEAR ORI OESINAE LT, RO NAE
WICHE Lot e U, (RPERNS N S ZeBER B R &
D ZO/NBEX, PR, B L2 HEIR S5
Bl 7on, Z OINBEPEDIER A EAIE L~V TOIR
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B DfEE L 72 5, IR Tl W 21T bk
35 HEHHL 2 0, 40 H LA CTAERINHEM I 0D 56 2703 7
AL, 150 HPARRICIRE TR AN 22 H LD, XY HETIE,
PR % 25 HEA, JFEEMAaEEIE AN RS B P i H A5 i S~
LT D2 LTk o T, BIRICZR D, 0%, K
EREE DR 2V btk 70 B LIRS TE AL
MPAAE9I 5 (Kobayashi et al., 2000, 2002, 2008; Fig. 1),

NESE

BT A MU RIRSICEE TH D L D
I <ML ENTNED, 20X EZ A, e
B OVERNZ R LR O XY BEOHEf A = X hr s
TR D EMECHEEA T D L WO R TH D, L
ML, WEEOTZZ ka7 o BRIV LIS ET D
DOMNIFRHTH -T2, FATHIE. 74 Z T ZHWT,
INEAEIZHAT L C A b X U BRER SN TN DD
METR-, aLATa—LnhbxT A bl (A
NZUA—NNTB) XRT v RuSYy (IL-7 N T A
NAT T YY) BERSNDDICHLEIR AT A RGH
BFrrsu—= 701, ZhbHDEDSHITHONTIL,
FERPUREER LT, 2 bE 7 r—7 & LT, 45
MRS EIBFRIC I B AT 1 A RCHTESE DI A iR

#r L 7= (Kobayashi et al., 2003; Ijiri et al., 2008), XX
MED AR TIX, Wbtk 7 B ETICAT v A REAM
R 23 AN A BRI L L, 205 Ol Cld— 2
ha b e DA TR AT v A RGHTEESE O3 EL
P mRNA, HHE LTRSS, —FH. XYHET
X, A7 A REAHROSLITERD bz, XX
MECIE, 2D &9 RN A/ VEERBLEANIC L =
A ~aFrakERET S & MR R A b Ol
125k % (Nakamura et al., 1999), Z 0 X 9 72 &L
PS5 B AT & 2 BB HIMED & BERERY 72 E~ DAt
i, P REEE S DT, WL OO-ETHLHILN
TWb, 74 77T, BRL7zLoic, =& k=
T BN B CIZ AR IR T D, XX MEAEFERR T
2 2 EALEEE O BRSO TH D, TLER
DO XY Wz =F =)V A KT VA — /L THEH MY
D L HSBEM) 7o~ L MRS L T & 5 (Kobayashi et
al., 2003), Z O, MAEBBIZIF=A ha s Gkl
VIR AT a A FMREHERELZHBBLT D AT v A NpEA
MO EBNBOHNDL VMRS, KIFER), 2D
Pl = S NV i X0 Ta=Z S N = 7 A el ol ) BN R A O el |
WD A ka7 B RRPINEA~D LA et 5
T EETRBET D,

3 dah

15 dah

30 dah

40 dah

100 dah

Fig.1. Gonadal differentiation in tilapia. A, gonad at 3 dah. The gonadal anlagen were
formed at 3 dah. CE, coelomic epithelium. Gsc, germ—cell-surrounding cell. B-D,
XX gonads. E-I, XY gonads. Dotted line, gonial germ cell. BV, blood vessel. FOC,
formation of ovarian cavity. FED, formation of efferent duct. Goc, growing oocyte. OC,
ovarian cavity. ED, efferent duct. In, interstitium. Scale bars: A-H, 20 y m; I, 30 p m.
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EARAIMEA TR RIS Z 2 REH, MR B0 72
TA M UEHROFEBEE L =2 e s OEH
A2 NCT A LITEETH S, il fAb
X, ESAOMEAETEAR TR, MARRRRAICE Z 2 =R
b7 A RGROFREEIENIL, REHERE T TH D
Foxl2 125 Z & &#B 55MZ L7z (Wang et al., 2007),
FoxI2 1%, FF&EAEER R BUCHAT LT, XX AEFR T
e BLEIZ R4 5, = DI, Foxl2, Ad4BP/SF-1, %
FAUEERIZAT oA REAME CHREELT 5, In vitro
DOERFIEMALRER 2> 5, Foxl2 1%, Ad4BP/SF-1 & 1
L CHBEFER OB AMEEST 5, £/, Foxl2 D
RIF > MR HT 4 7 mutant 22 G028 T8 A
T5HE XXEERTE, A e raEofk . #HiE
HIE~OMEE N FHRE SN, 2o Enb, I
Forfb, FEEIZBWTE, Foxl2/ = A ha v o
A — RPEEREEZ R LT D 2 Byl TH
LMk lrol,

—J T, A hasr L& OBEA R T
WAL LTIEAT IR D, AX I THLND ]
DOFREFHINEZL, 7« 7 BT & [RBRCATHAIE O %L
DOMWZRETH D, WHLERNZEEICE Z 0 . JIATRE~
DT LER I A B D, IR O B, 7 ¢
TET LRV IRRPEOI RN Z 5, FEEER
EEDAT A NMUHEER OFBUIINE A 0 e
D AT L7 %3 B 2B L THh 5 Th D (Satoh,
1974; Suzuki et al., 2004), F7=. A& I OYNRIEDIE
RTINS IR HER B b L7 tgicie . 2o
JEREE AT = A b v 7 MRIFIETH D (Suzuki et al.,
2004), T, T A P U BRGR THER 1T T IV T 7
IKIEEALEESE 17,20 U 7 —F (P450c17) DISHER 4 %
R ZEIREHLR (scl) Tl 2 ZMEBIE A D v 7 n
DT E S, XX AERTITIFHER~D 3kl =
V. RIIREEEAEW &£ CHEIT9 2 (Sato et al., 2008), =
D EVE, A X OINES L O WL OEITIZIE,
D7p b XX B TOHT-7s= X ha v OERK
XN ERN EERB LTS, Loyl Foxl2 i,
PRI XX AT ISR B 70 38 B2 R L, # D1,
JNERCT ¢ T LR RBELZ R T 2 EAMIE S
THY ., Foxl2 BHIMINESFICEHE LTV D Z &7
TRIE XS (Wang et al., 2004, 2007; Nakamoto et al.,
2006)

FEEMME
XX HEflZT v FaF Ui a1 5 2 Lic kv,

~OVEIRBAHR TE 5 Z LB, £ < ok Ty
X L T W A (Yamamoto, 1953; Nakamura et al., 1998;

Vb

=0

2

Baroiller et al., 1999; Devlin and Nagahama, 2002), L 7»»
L. WEEOT v R 7 BRI R AR Th D
T ERMICEEI STV v, T o T E T T,
FEEAMCIZHAT L CT v Fa 7 U AR RIS E R AT
oA RIS DR B, (mRNA, R E) 13580 HALRW,
Fo, XY HRICT v Fa X o2/ E0OT o2 T= 2

FCHDHT7NVE I R EIT-> T, EFRERSME
MBI 5,

BED L 2 A, MBEORESbICEE RS % R
TEEZONDHEIRTIX. DMRTL TH D, ZDE(R
FUX. Drosophila @ dsx, #H D mab-3 &5 PERE
(ZEE R A Rl 985 7R TR S 7 DNA
A DM- KA A 2) & b OFHE O & s T T,
t N CHREICFRICRRT 2B F L L TR
7= (Raymond et al., 1998), & D%, WAV A 72 FFHER)
M THOMY | OAL A2 THEBICHFEL, BHE
TERR, FERICEEREHEZR T EEIL6L TS
(Capel, 2000; Zarkower, 2001), 7 4 7 E'7 ClE. JEHE
SEMEZED LT 2 AT O 6 A0 XY AR T
ARFHARNE & B FTe ERGAE (v N U AR O BT
f) IZHFRMICREBLIT A L 9T D, FDO%, BHER
OHEITIC & b 7g > Thv b USRI, FENERHE -
Fe & o io v N U AR ORISR A BT
b, —J7. XX AEFHMRTIL, DMRT1 OFBLEIA H L7
U (Kobayashi et al., 2008; ljiri et al., 2008),

W EZIZC XX Moz 7T v e ThdH AT LT A
FAT LTRSS & BERERIIE~PRERHEE i © &
%o Z DR, JHIEAING A TR0 BT ASHIRE  (RTERI IS
fd) ©DMRT1 OFHENFRL I D, F7o. XY HEMA
ICT A~ a5 AR 2 LB RE R~ oD M iR i A 55 D
U 72 RELZ i, AR SREURA AR 2 B Y A 2o A 0> DMRTI
DOFEBLUTINH & 5 (Kobayashi et al., 2008), Zi %
TIZ, DMRT1 @ XX E{RICI T 5 FI LB, KEY
LI DR L 5Bk 2> 5. DMRT1 23 K80k
ICHEAREHEZRIZ LTV E2BAT A2
BTWD CRER), oD &hb, RS LI
BOWTDMRTI REETHDLZ LN TEZ, L
7> L, DMRTL o> REH, i A A% 2 1 56 B2 oD il SN A A
DMRT1 OEABEREICEE L CIERE AR 228032 <
LT _REEERECH D, —FH. A X BT,
DMRT1 (TR BB 0 B U #2460 TR B
RH$ 5 L 912725 (Kobayashi et al., 2004), L7 L.
feif. DMRTL O#Re R 4%, FEHRMLOMETIC 2
THHREENMER SN TS, 4%, T4 7T LA
471 C DMRT1 OREMI A 1T 9 Z £12K 0, DMRTI
DA DHEFRED ILEIEN N2/ D 2 & 2 1)
FLTWD (Fig.2),
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DMRT1 ¥

Fig. 2. DMY and DMRT1 expression in medaka and tilapia
Dah, days after hatching. “Germ cell number” and “Testicular structure” indicate the sex difference

at the time point.

Sox9 AHEERAEICMEETH D Z &5, IFHFTH
5T % (Capel, 2000), BIATIE, 74 77T,
A BT TORBUFNT NG, FREES L~V DT REFH)
PEENBINIRZIC, BRFROREIZRT, 20
T LiE, BB TIE Sox9 DRER L OFEEIZITBIR L
PN L A oREEd % (Nakamoto et al., 2005; Kobayashi
et al., 2008), 1FFLICTIL. Sox9 [FAEHE AR E C
O ORRBOEICEGT D2 ENmbNTND,
BT, ZNICHE T EDK (74787 K
AR, AKX 0 77 A TR ES bR
Z % (Nakamoto et al., 2005; Kobayashi et al., 2008),
2O Z L TR R EEER T D Sox9 DRF IR R FEBL
I, IFFHE S MIE TR DA, AETDH Sox9 1, 1F
LA L AR AR RICBE G L TS 2 L AR L
TWn5,

PR

T, EERRESMFOEICE Y . REVEKT
T D FEN S L < BB LTV 5 (Reinboth,1983;
Devlin and Nagahama, 2002), Z OMflisfaiL, Mok
DOREAERCHROND -0, KR, IR & L CifEd
LI DI B T Z T 5 DICRWET L LD
2%, LxL. INETOMIEDL 1T, EFE 17
B2 T CTH Y MR, 5 LoV TORERT IR,
SEHIEN TN D,

e N i B~ D P BR HER

B O THEICART 5T OMETHRLND
PEEEHIT L < mbN TV 5D, MRV HESWRL 2D
LD BMEO LR AR & L Tl RKIT 5D
V., —FERERMEOITE), ROPERICEDDL L LY
(2. ZEFEARASIRH S B REHA & PREiRH L R D JEIC
RAHEEZLENTWD, NI APFEDRT (Thalassoma
duperry) TIE, MEHLRRICBWC, IFHRIEOIR
1T, SRR, TR OBRLE & VWofe—ED
WL, BAIZEZ D, BTk, 2 lETES
TR LA~ & MEfiRA 5 (Morrey et al., 1998; Nakamura
et al., 2005), Z DK, JEOFERIIEAMIL CTHEL L T
WD EALEER ORBUGI N R OZELTH D, Zh
WL, = A b FrERailicmd 5, T e
i U CURSEERE R O IR HERINR 23B1T LER D 5, Z D%,
SR o IBATANEEST U, IRELOO KR4y & 904 oo SR I
IR 5, Z OtE, IR O FLETE I AL G A
JARHEND XD, D%, ZOAFHFEMEIX
BIEL, v A METERK L TR ETT 5, AJEEM
Rl 23 ¥EE LD 5 T AT, [VEF IS 11 N — 2 KER
{bBEHE (P45011 B ) ZRBLT DN 5L L b
\Z, o7y kary (11-7 b7 A MRTRY)
BRI 2D, PEERHABRLART O METIX, DMRT1 D%
BULA DR, PRERHPHIA . =2 h a7 w3
DU 7= AT AR O B BTEAR - K2 T DMRT1 OB 5
NHE9hD, ZOFEBNREEL, KIS DMK

111



112

X5 (Nakamura et al., 2005), £7-. f==MEOLE(LT
W72 <, AELEEE IR EAERIC K> TH [RIERIC MR
B 5 2 LBHEPDDBNTND, ZHSDORRIL, ~
7 OMIREE, SE LR ORBEMENC L D =X b
FUBOIKTRS&E& Lo TRZ Y| HE~DL
HAICIE, DMRT1 D EEREHEZ R L TNDLZ L%
TR RET 5,

175 101 D 1 i

FXF U NR= Y (Trimma okinawae) V%, K& 72
kméﬁwéﬁumﬁmwﬂék\%5aﬁkékm
ﬁ@@mu L7722, ZoOREX RUKEICE

WCRERBIOHEEZ AND L, FOHEIZE S, Hbi
IRGEMELS DT L fETHIEmEAEZ 5
(Kobayashi et al., 2004; 2005a), Z O, PEATEYDZE
fbid, MEER#L O H I MR < 30 m AN Z 5,
AEFERR O PERR I ITHE D D E~1F. 5 B BED D~
IX10 H T T T 5, MO S InIcBfR7zR <. IR
DI FFHEFEOFRBUIRE B LA R ST, HICEH
B %7~ L7= (Kobayashi et al., 2004), JFHLD Ad4BP/
SF-1 OFE BT, MEMSEERFIZ & <. HERRREREIZ 13k
9% (Kobayashi et al., 2005b), Z D Z &%, fhatiid
DI X B VRIS, PIELD Ad4BP/SF-1 D%
WAEFE L, IPROTEME(LICEEE L TnD Z & &R

Vb

=0

2

T5, LLenb, HRTIEZD XS 2221k i%k%
N, Fio, ORISR E, MRS b
REORER LI (Gt 2 XFOAFER) 2 6D (Kobayash1
et al., 2005a), Z ALA3W 7 [ DHERERIMERAHL 2 FTHEIC
SHDLOERIFIC, 1 LV ORER ORI A L <
IETWD, Fli, MEREAEIRN Ol ééﬁﬁﬂ'iﬂéﬂ/%ﬁ
TIVE BB RO A v /7 OFFHHIC
TAGHIROBERE TS 2 FlRBIC ST D Z & 7)“19%
57y & 72572 (Kobayashi et al., 2008), 4 1% . HEMSEERS
HERERBIRFIZ 35 1) 5 Wi ZE SR DBEREL AL D FEM 2 B & 2>
WZT DM ERD D,

HEhHYIC

FEOMERE & SRR O b, PR 537 HERE
22T, AT B ORFGERR 2 HC I ABERI L 72, 2002
EICHMEEM C2/E L7 D A X D OWRERET
DMY M [EE S, 2007 FEIZEEICHEH Sz, D
Tl iE, FHEEMW OVERERRE O SRR 1 L UL
THIOTHEIELTZ, LML, AXHETIE, DMY %
Bl RWERZEAETH D, T D OMERERE T
Al Cd 5D, D THLBRIE, A X &L XX/
XY AT LTHIRIE S DIV Y o A 1 ORFFEER A
HrFsn b, Fio. =BT X 2 EHRO M LiE
WZOWTHENER SN SOH DT 7 BT OMERE

XX Ovary
3
g Estrogen
E
E
8 Testis

preST/Acinus
Sox9

XY

SDG DMRT1
(DMY)

v

Time after fertilization

Fig. 3. Gonadal sex determination and differentiation in fish.

Although sex determining gene in medaka is DMY, it is not identified in other fish yet.
SDG, sex determining gene. preST, anlagen of seminiferous tubule structure in tilapia.
Acinus, acinus structure as anlagen of seminiferous tubule in medaka.
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AR T RIE SN D &R EDN SN2 T A
r— ROBMEN—ZURE D EHIFFL TV D,

AFERR O MM LEEREIZ DWW T, 74 T BT TOMF
220 BNEMb. FEEICIE Foxl2/ =X b AU NE
HETHHZERHABLNERoTZ, S, Foxl2 /T A
1 72 & DMRTL OFEHLHIE, 38 X OVWE %% % g 01
T2 2 LB O R A BRI 5121, RAIX
THLIOIIEH>ETHR, BIfE, T4 7ET &AL
71 O EINC R B 22 58 B A 3 2 AR 22V T
7 UAY 2=y VI X DHREMITICIN Z T, Wi fafE
IRV THENL L 72 iR N L BLR &2 Y — L b L
THEREFRAT 21T > T D, AEFHIRO M LIZEEAR I
IXTERETERR Cd D, = OREI bt & MRk S 0 5y
TR E WO BLEN LGNNI LTEWEB X TN D,
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