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Search for the Japanese tuna fishing data
before and just after World War I1

Hiroaki OKAMOTO*

Abstract Existing Japanese tuna fishery data before and just after the World War II was
investigated and summarized in this paper. As the reliable statistics and fishing data before
the war, “Annual statistics of Ministry of agriculture and forestry” and the data of longline
and pole and line operations made by prefectural research vessels were recognized to be
available.

In the former Japanese official statistics, fishing vessel statistics categorized by fish-
ing gear and annual catch statistics for tunas and relevant fish groups had been compiled
since 1905 and 1894 (1922 for billfishes), respectively. The annual catch of skipjack tuna
was 30,000 - 50,000 MT before 1914 when coastal fisheries were main, increased to 60,000 -
80,000 in 1915 - 1935, and up to more than 100,000 MT in 1936 - 1940 because of the develop-
ment of offshore pole and line fishery. Total catch of tunas, which was less than 20,000 MT
before 1918, had increased steeply according as the development of the offshore longline and
driftnet fisheries derived from the motorization of the fishing vessel and it exceeded 60,000
MT in 1929.

The fishing data of the prefectural research vessels was recorded for 10 years from 1933
to 1942, and total number of available longline and pole and line operations were 5,302 and
3,315, respectively. Main fishing ground of their longline operation from 1934 to 1937 was
distributed at north-western Pacific Ocean north of 20°N targeting albacore. After 1938,
their fishing ground had extended and shifted toward tropical region of western Pacific from
20° N to the equator targeting mainly yellowfin tuna. The fishing operation data recorded in-
dicates that the night-setting longline operation, which is used to catch swordfish or sharks
effectively, was already common before the war. Usefulness of these fishery data for the
stock assessment is not clear and would be different for each species. It ought to be cleared
through the analyses comparing pre- and post-war data.

Just after the finish of the war, the fishing data of commercial longline and pole and line
fisheries were started to be collected by transcribing logbooks at the major landing port.
However, the data from 1946 to 1951 has been remained as the hand writing data sheet to
be compiled.
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Change in the number of non-motorized and motorized offshore fishing vessels. Motorized vessel was broken

down into seven fisheries. Vessel categories from the bottom of the legend are non-motorized vessel, surrounding
net, trawl net, drift net, longline, angling, pole and line, and others.
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Annual catch of skipjack tuna (including frigate and bullet tunas) from 1894 to 1951. Catch of offshore fishery
from 1924 to 1940 was broken down into seven sorts of fisheries. Categories of the fishery from the bottom to
the top are coastal, offshore, coastal+offshore, surrounding net, trawl net, drift net, longline, angling, pole and line,
and other. The same fishery categorization and marks are used in Figs. 4, 6 and 8.
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IL FAO statistics was used from 1951-1975 for the catch of all oceans (star) and for that of all Pacific (triangle).
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Catch in weight of tunas from 1894 to 1951. Catch of offshore fishery from 1924 to 1940 was broken down into
seven sorts of fisheries.
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Perecentage of the longline operation in which the
number of baskets (left) and hooks (ritght) used
were recorded

F SREGEA % PHGEEA %
1934 78.5 94
1935 89.1 4.7
1936 89.9 65.1
1937 92.8 68.5
1938 97.3 65.1
1939 92.7 71.9
1940 95.3 99.7
1941 90.0 75.2
1942 100.0 97.6
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Table 2. MEEFAZHRICH IR S T 2 KERBS IR AN 013 2 # X OVESIRE BT 2B L B8 (FIH T
FELFBDOENLT—F DHA)

The number of vessels and operations recorded for longline (left) and pole and line (right) fishing of
prefectural research vessels.

EY & 8
1 £8 BRI E3d BRI
1934 16 339 13 341
1935 26 660 18 592
1936 24 783 17 647
1937 25 928 17 697
1938 23 637 11 246
1939 21 644 11 383
1940 19 573 6 214
1941 18 491 7 195
1942 7 247 0 0
EE 5,302 3,315
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Distribution of the number of longline operations conducted by prefectural research vessels
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Fig. 11. 13 2 #3312 X B F < A B o MFE )i E A

Distribution of catch in number of tunas by species (red: bluefin, green: albacore, blue: bigeye, yellow:

yellowfin and purple: unknown) caught by longline operations of prefectural research vessels
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Annual change of catch in number (upper figure) and species composition (lower figure) of tuna species
(from the top of the legend, bluefin, albacore, bigeye, yellowfin and unknown) caught by the longline operation
of prefectural research vessels.
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Distribution of catch in number of billfishes by species (red: swordfish, green: striped marlin, blue: blue marlin,
pink: other marlin and yellow: unknown) caught by longline operations of prefectural research vessels
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Annual change of catch in number (upper figure) and species composition (lower figure) of billfish species (from
the top of the legend, swordfish, striped marlin, blue marlin, other marlins and unknown) caught by the longline
operation of prefectural research vessels.
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Distribution of catch in number of sharks by species (red: blue shark, green: salmon shark, blue: mako shark,
pink: other sharks and yellow: unknown) caught by longline operations of prefectural research vessels
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Annual change of catch in number (upper figure) and species composition (lower figure) of shark species (from
the top of the legend, blue shark, salmon shark, mako shark, other sharks and unknown) caught by the longline

operation of prefectural research vessels.
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NHCL1 : 1 ~4 A&ffi}, NHCL2: 5~ 7 A&}, NHCL3 : 8 ~104&4}F, NHCL4 : 11~164& 4} 1}, NHCL5: 17
ARAHTF L.

Distribution of the number of longline operation by the number of hooks between floats. NHCL1: 1-4, NHCLZ:
5-7, NHCL3: 8-10, NHCL4: 11-16 and NHCL5: 17- hooks between floats.
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The number of longline operation by the number of hooks between float
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Relationship of the start time of setting (X-axis) and hauling (Y-axis) longline gear
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Distribution of night setting (time of start setting gear : 15 : 00-01 : 00), day time setting (01 : 00-11 : 00) and
other (11 :00-15:00) longline operations.
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Frequency (%) of the number of hooks between floats used for night setting, day time setting and other
longline operations.
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Distribution of the number of pole and line operations conducted by prefectural research vessels
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Distribution of catch in number of skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis) caught by pole and line

operations of prefectural research vessels
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Annual change of catch in number (upper) and species composition (lower figure) of skipjack and other

tunas (from the top of the legend, skipjack, albacore, yellowfin, bigeye and unknown)

line operations of prefectural research vessels.

caught by the pole and
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Stepwise extension of the restricted Japanese fishing areas outlined by the MacArthur Line. 1st: 27th
September 1945, 2nd: 22nd June 1946, 3rd: 19th September 1949, and the release of tropical fishing ground for the

mother-ship longline fishery: 11th May 1950.
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Appendix Table 1. A TR L 7245HER0O—E
List of statistical bulletins cited in this paper
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%2 WIRRA AT R 1944 EEINEES KRR et ik
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