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Immunological and molecular biological technique for identification of
early life history stages short-necked clam, Ruditapes Philippinarum

Masami HAMAGUCHI*

Abstract Species identification is major limiting step in the study of early Life history

stages of bivalves. Due to the morphological similarity of veligers, sorting large numbers
of plankton samples by traditional methods is a laborious and time-consuming task. The

use of monoclonal antibodies and indirect immunofluorecsence technique provides the

means to rapidly discriminate among species. In 1998, we have developed the monoclonal
antibodies to the clam. In this summary, I will describe the strategy about development of

new monoclonal antibodies for settled juvenile clam.
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