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A Study on the Surface Currents in the Adjacent
Waters of Noto Peninsula in Spring of 1956,
with a Consideration upon the Drift of
Sardine Eggs and Larvae
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Abstract

In spring of 1956, some release experiments of drift bottles and envelopes were
conducted in the vicinity of a spawning area of sardine off Noto Peninsula, in order
to study the surface currents as well as the drift of sardine eggs and larvae which is
considered to be strongly influenced by the surface currents.

The results obtained may be summarized as follows:

I. The drift of bottles and envelopes is different according to the dates and the
positions of release, suggesting a highly changing character of the coastal flow.

2. The main stream of surfacc currents in the coastal arca was supposed to have
been going through thc Sado Straits, while the flow branching into Toyama Bay was
weak until Middle April, then became gradually strong from late April on.

3. The waters morec than 30 miles off the northwest coast of Noto Peninsula were
considered to have passed through in the offing of Sado fsland and approached to the
coast in the neighborhocd of Nyudo-zaki Promontory. The strength of this current
was considerably large.

4. It was estimated that the eggs and larvae of sardinc reproduced in the coastal
waters of Noto IPeninsula have mostly been drifted into Toyama [iay and to the adja-
cent seas of the Sado Straits as well, bat that thecir drift would to some measure be
variated according to the dates of spawning.
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Table 1. Results of release experiments carried out in the
Noto Peninsula region in 1956.
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Table 4. Drift of the bottles and envelopes released along the
NNM line off Unyu, Noto Peninsula.
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Table ~. Devided delivery of the drift bottles at the west entrance
of the Tsugaru Channel to the west coasts of
Hoklkaido ahd within the channel.
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Fig. 2. Map showing the location of the fishing grounds of sardine drift gill nets
in the adjacent seas of Noto Peninsula in 1956 season (April to May). The
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