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A Short Note on the Penetration into and the Migration
in the Japan Sea of Some Tropical and

Subtropical Aquatic Animals
By

SABURO NISHIMURA

Abstract

Many species of tropical and subtropical elements can be enumerated in the marine
fauna of the Japan Sea, of which the followings are of particular significance with re-
spect to their appearance in the coastal waters of Honshu, 7. e, they appear in this
region during the period of the lowest water temperature (winter to early spring, next
vear) rather than during the high-temperature season of summer to autumn.

Canthidermis rotundatus (PROCE)
Mola mola (LINNAEUS)

Masturus lanceolatus ( LIENARD )
Ostracion tubevcitlatus LINNAEUS
Iso flos-maris JORDAN et STARKS

Dermochelys coriacea (LINNAEUS)

Their appearance, quite similar to that of the porcupine puffer Diodon holacanthus
LINNAKUS which was fully discussed in the previous paper of the author, may not be
successfully explained unless taken into account the influence upon their drifts of the
main stream of the T'sushima Current and the drift current generated by the northwest
severe and lasting monsoon winds during winter.

It is discussed how important the role of the main stream of the Tsushima Current
should be as a medium of transportation of not only tropical and subtropical species
but also temperate-water animals in the Japan Sea, with particular reference to their
migration in the northern areas of the sea.
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