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On “Yori” phenomenon of cuttle fish (Ommastrephes
sloani pacificus STEENSTRUP)

Mototsugu HAMABE and Torao SHIMIZU

We have examined into what they call a “Yori phenomenon” with relation to
cuttle fish (Ommastrephes sloani pacificus Steenstrup) which has been existed from old
years on Oki Island, Shimane prefecture.

This local phenomenon has been existed from older times in this area with a pri-
mitive legend as well as religions tradition in connection with the Yurahime shrine
here and is celebrated in this area as an attractive phenomenon.

What has caused this phenomenon? Namely, as a result of making researches in
this cause it has hecome clear that the phenomenon originated from such a definite
oceanic condition that a school of cuttle fish would be able approach satisfactorily by
the rounding beach of Oki Island in Shimane prefecture, with an advent of their mig-
ration season, but they will not come to the beach for spawning.

This phenomenon presented on condition that in addition to the above-mentioned
causes, a configuration of the beach and a state of the sea-bottom are being suited to
induce a school of cuttle fish to the sandy beach, in other words, it has a configuration

of the ground just like as a natural-made large set-net.
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