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On the local variation in the number of the anal fin rays of
Japanese killifish, Oryzias latipes in Ishikawa prefecture

Yoshinori OcawA and Tokijiro Fukul

The authors made researches on the lccal variation in the number of the anal fin
rays by examining 9,092 wild specimens of Japanese killifish, Oryzias latipes, which had
been collected at twenty eight different localities in Ishikawa prefecture.

The results are as follows:

1. The groups inhabitting the open waters can mix with each other, so that the num-
ber of their anal fin rays may be averaged, mean values being 17.10 to 17.70.

2. In the narrow isolated waters, there are another groups which have adapted them-
selves to their ecological environment and have their characteristic means of the anal
fin rays.

3. The number of the anal fin rays may have a tendency to increase under the unfa-
vorable environmental conditions, while to decrease under the favorable ones.
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Fig. 1
Tapanese kilifish in ISHIKAWA Pref.
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