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A study on the structure of bottom fish communities
in the Straits of Sado

(Preliminary Report)
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1. The materials used here were obtained from the collection bjf trawling in the
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Sado Strait Area, Niigata Pref., from January to March, 1953.

In the present paper, the author studied the distribution of bottom fish from the
biosociological point of view.

2. The habitat segregation of the bottom community is seen between the deep sea
area (Taraba area) and the shallow sea area (Okaba area) whose boundary lies appro-
ximately along the 200 meter bathymetric line.

3. In the Taraba area three types of associations are found: Hatahata assosiation,
Hokkoku-akaebi association and Pontara assocition.

Of these, the former two associtions have the same species constitution, but differ
from each other in the dominance-order relation of associate species.

4. It was further shown that the individual numbers of species in the Taraba com-
munity follow Dr. MOTOMURA’S law of geometric series.

In the Okaba area, however, the faunistic constitution is more complex than in the

Taraba area.





