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Abstract

During the examination of plankton materials hauled on the nursery ground of
sardine off Noto Peninsula in the Japan Sea, not infrequently has it been observed that
two normally free-swimming copepods of the suborder Cyclopoida Poecilostoma, i.e,
Corycaeus anglicus LUBBOCK and Oncaea vemusta PHILIPPI, have attached themselves, by
firmly grasping with their well-developed, claw-like second maxillipeds, to the pelagic
larvae of such fishes as sardine, anchovy, round herring and pearlsides, with their
mouthparts being kept in close contact or proximity to the body surface of the fish
larvae. Although it is yet undetermined whether the copepods may really feed on or
damage these fish larvae, it is apparent that the attachment may exert undesirable
influence upon the vitality of the victims, if it ever occurs on living larvae under
natural situation.
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