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Far Seas Fisheries Research Laboratory
----Background and Outline of Research----

For the last twenty years, the Japanese fisheries have greatly expanded
their activities all over the world into international fishing grounds and
come increasingly under international fishery regulations.

The high sea fisheries for the Pacific salmon have developed since 1952
in the northwestern Pacific and in the western Bering Sea. These high sea
stocks are anadromous fish populations migrating upstreams for spawning in
the territories of the United States, Canada and USSR as well as in northern
Japan. Effective conservation of them evidently depends on close cooperation
among these countries concerned and the regulatory measures are annually
discussed on scientific findings to be recommended to the governments by
respective international fishery commissions, INPFC and Japan-Soviet Fisheries
Commission for the North-west Pacific.

Also, several species of king-crab on the continental shelf of the Bering
Sea have been fished and biological survey has been carried out since 1953.

The Japanese tuna longline fishery now covers all of the Pacific, Indian
and Atlantic Oceans, not only their subtropical and tropical waters but
southward to 60 S for southern bluefin tuna. Generally speaking, most large-sized
tuna stocks (except skipjack) appear to be almost fully exploited, but fishing
efforts by other countries have still increasing and recently surface fisheries
for young have rapidly developed in several parts of the world oceans.
Nowadays, activities of ICCAT and IATTC, to which Japan has been allied since
1969 and 1970, are mainly directed for the conservation of yellowfin and
bluefin stocks in the Atlantic and yellowfin stock in the Eastern Tropical
Pacific Oceans, respectively. Since southern bluefin is the most heavily exploited
species, the Japanese longline fishermen implemented, on a voluntary base,
closure of certain sectors of the fishing grounds.

The bottom fish resources on the continental flats in the North Pacific,
which consist of mainly pollack, flat-fishes and rock-fishes, have been exploited
widely including the Gulf of Alaska by the Japanese and the Soviet fleets since
late 1950's. A joint conservation measures has been taken for halibut in the
Eastern Bering Sea since 1964 among Japan, Canada and the United States.

The Japanese trawl fisheries have also extended to the Atlantic, especially
off the West coast of Africa and in the Northwest Atlantic. And the international
cooperation in research has also been recently intensified under the ICNAF,

CECAF and ICSEAF.

Research and conservation of fur seal in the north Pacific, once having had
depleted but having remarkably been recovering, are annually coordinated by the
International North Pacific Fur Seal Commission. Rational recovery of the whale
stocks in the Antarctic and effective management of whaling in the North Pacific
are urgent tasks of the IWC, in which Japan has to play a positive role as one of
the leading whaling countries.



In view of these international situations, this laboratoly was established
on August 1, 1967 for firm and reasonable improvement of the Japanese far seas
fisheries. Timely stock assesment scientifically sound and internationally
persuasive for each resources concerned is one of our main targets. More basic
studies on oceanography and biology of conventional and non-conventional living
resources are another aspect of our task for the long term plans of fishery
development. The fisheries themselves are always of the essential sources of
information. Catch and effort statistics of commercial operations, coupled with
biological information provided by commercial vessels and the research vessels
of local governments and fishery schools should be supplemented by field works
of our research staffs.

Our contributions are published in "Bulletin of the Far Seas Fisheries
Research Laboratory" as well as publications by other organizations.
The laboratory is organized as follows;

Director Yoshio Fukuda
Research Planning and Liaison Office Chief (reserved)-S.lod. M to
Administration Office Chief I:a;u—chihe*e-kkqvo oﬁg,ﬂ

Tokunosuke Shimizu
Mitsuo—Shiba fules Nimws
Division of North Pacific Resources Chief Yoichi Yabuta
Salmon Osamu Sano '
Kops' To-Kech (a
Kihg Crab .Masalﬁﬂa{&m;@(—i eKech:La

Salmon Ecology Kenji Takagi
Division of Pelagic Resources Chief Shoji Ueyanagi
Yellowin and Southern bluefin tuna Tamotsu Yonemori
Tuna and Billfish Ecology Shoji Kikawa
Albacore and Bigeye tuna Shou Morita
Division of Groundfish and Marine Mammals Chief Eumie-Miteni /Ao [Keda
Senior Scientist Fukuzo Nagasaki
North Pacific Groundfish Yoshiya Takahashi
Distant-water Trawl Resources Mzﬁy;&"wﬁ
Fur Seals (reserved)
Whales Seiji Osumi
Division of Oceanography Chief Ichiro Yamanaka ‘
Dynamical Analysis Satoshi Mite- Ski,a Karmasahe
Environments Hajime Yamanaka
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