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Juveniles of the gempylids, Rexea prometheoides and
Nealotus tripes off northwestern Kyushu Island, Japan

Yasuo NISHIKAWA*

Abstract

Two larvae of the family Gempylidae were collected in the Strait of Tsushima and off the
Koshiki Islands during the larval bluefin tuna survey by R/V Wakashio Maru in 1985. Those were
a 12.6mm standard length Rexea prometheoides and a 25.0mm standard length Nealotus tripes which
were collected with a 2m diameter, 0 5mm mesh ichthyoplankton net and were the first recorded
occurrence of the gempylid larvae in the Tsushima current. Judging from the locations of capture,
the relatively large size of the specimens and the common distribution of adult gempylid fishes
(which are not commonly found in the Sea of Japan), it is probable that they were spawned

elsewhere and then subsequently transported to the capture sites.
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Table 1. Capture records of juveniles of Rexea prometheoides and Nealotus tripes.

" ; A Size Surface Collecting
Species Date Time Locality (mm) Temp(C) i
g ; - AR < 32°00'N Larva-net
R. prometheoides August, 6 01:48-02: 08 129°30°E 12.6 29.6 (subsurface)
N. tripes August, 6 17:43-18:03 542N 25.0 29.1 )
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Fig. 1. Schematic drawing of the Kuroshio and Tsushima Currents and the survey
area (dotted area) (a), and the locations of capture of the gempylid larvae(b).
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