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ICCAT NATIONS FAIL To UrHoLD CITES PROMISES

by Michael Sutton,World Wildlife Fund

Six months have passed since the United States,
Japan, Canada, and other ICCAT nations promised
the CITES delegates assembled in Kyoto, Japan, to
enact new conservation measures for the Atlantic
bluefin tuna and reduce the west Atlantic catch quota
by 50 percent. But so far, ICCAT has failed to live up
to these promises. 1CCAT has steadfastly refused to
take further action to recover the severely-depleted
bluefin, despite an opportunity to do so in May.

Nineteen countries, Taiwan Fisheries, and the
European Community attended an ICCAT Bluefin
Tuna Working Group meeting in Tokyo during May.
The Working Group was tasked with considering mea-

e v -

ICCAT WAT(,H L‘\U‘NCHE.S NEWSU.TT‘F.R

B Y This i the ﬁzst ssuie”of ‘the!
i publlshcd twicé cach year to, lhfofm the wotld conservation *
;community of efforts fo condervé and protect the severely-
+ depleted Alanric bluefin tunaand od‘m highly-rigracory fishes:
' ICCAT Warch,is a cooperative. progtam of the World
Wildlife Fund, the National Audubon Soclety, and the Center
for Marine ‘Conscrvation, (The program was formed ini March *
1992 at the Bth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties o
. CITES in Kyoto, Japan, in response to the'defeat of Sweden’s !
proposal to protect the Atlantic bluefin turia from overexploita-
tion. The goal of JCCAT Watch is wo highlight the failure of
the International Commission.for the Conservation of Arlantic
Tunas (ICCAT) o conserve the bluefin tuna and to hold the |
- Commission accountable for responsible fisheries management
and conservation. The program is designed to focus public .
attention on ICCAT and thereby reverse the Commission’s long
history of mismanagement of Adantic fisheries. For mare than
{two decades, [CCAT has allowed some species under its juris-
diction — including the Atlantic bluefin tuna — ro be fished to
the brink of collapse. For further information on JCCAT
Watch, please contact one of the member organizations.

ZICCA nWan‘b Newsletter, *

sures that could be taken to control fishing for Atlantic
bluefin by non-ICCAT nations. According to the Japan
Fisheries Agency, such fishing may account for as much
as 83% more than the ICCAT catch. Japan, Canada,
and the U.S. advocated strong trade-control measures.
ICCAT Watch attended the meetings and called on
Japan to simply ban imports of bluefin from non-mem-
ber countries. Japan seemed willing to take such action,
but wanted a recommendation to that effect from
ICCAT. But in a shocking display of foot-dragging,
France and the European Community (EC) essentially
blocked any progress towards effective trade controls or
even collection of additional data on bluefin fishing.
The EC’s agenda in the ongoing multilateral trade nego-
tiations spilled over into the Working Group's discus-
sions, with the resulc that the final report of the meeting
recommends only that weak diplomatic demarches be
made to non-ICCAT nations in order to encourage
them to participate in the work of the Commission.
Subsequently, a Special Review Committee made
up of the U.S,, Canada, and Japan met briefly to dis-
cuss further reductions in the catch of western Atlantic
bluefin. But they never got around to serious discus-
sions regarding their lead agenda item. Most of the
dialogue at the trilateral meeting centered on further
measures the three countries could take to control fish-
ing for bluefin by non-ICCAT nations. The U.S.,
Canada, and Japan, frustrated at the lack of progress
by the Working Group, decided to implement limited
trade control measures.among themselves, such as tag-
ging all exported blucfin and requiring certificates of
arigin for fish taken in one of the three countries. The

Continued on p. 6

National/?{\gd ubon Society

Center for Marine Conservation
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