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Abstract In open coastal sea area in which turbulence by ocean waves constitutes severe
conditions for growth of eelgrass, eelgrass grows densely and maintains its own vegetation by
stabilizing the sandy substrate. The larger the scale of vegetation, the more effective is this
function, but on the other hand, in forming eelgrass beds, it is more effective to allow eelgrass to
form in small patchy beds interspersed with bare areas as much as possible. In order to obtain the
basic data for formulating this kind of efficient eelgrass bed formation plan, the authors are
conducting field observation surveys. The target site is an extremely small-scale eelgrass bed
formed like a remote island in the sea , and the prosperity and decay of the eelgrass bed has been
observed and surveyed several times a year for the last three years and nearly every month in
2003. In addition, a wave environment that exerts a great influence over the prosperity and decay

of eelgrass was observed at that spot.

Key words: eelgrass bed, small colonies, seasonal variations
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